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what we do
Explore Minnesota 
supports the growth of 
Minnesota's economy 
through tourism livability 
and workforce 
attraction, outdoor 
recreation, film and 
statewide brand 
promotion.



2024 visitor economy

$24.7B
economic impact

182,435
jobs supported

$2.4B
state and local taxes

$1,031
tax savings per MN 
household / year



• www.exploreminnesota.com/d
estinations/mississippi-river

• Features multiple itineraries

• Has its own landing page

• Also part of our scenic byways 
content area

on exploreminnesota.com
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the great river road
Great River Road guide
• www.exploreminnesota.com/

road-trips/great-river-road-
scenic-byway

• 8 major stops + additional stops 
within the destinations

Great River Road trip guide
• www.exploreminnesota.com/

outdoors/biking/mississippi-
river-trail-itinerary

• 9 major stops

Mississippi River Country
• On the board of directors

• Minnesota, Illinois, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana

• Actively promote the road



mississippi river in campaigns

• Star of the North episode 1 
heavily features the Great River 
Road and Itasca / river

• Also connects back down in St. 
Paul at the end of the trip

• Have featured the river and the 
drive on multiple campaign 
itineraries



mississippi river in campaigns

• Many activities featured 
including biking, fishing, paddle 
sports, hiking, ice climbing, and 
more.

• Explore Minnesota More Podcast 
has featured fishing on the river.

• Featured in all four seasons 



minnesota 
is where the 
mississippi 
starts…

shaping a state rich in 
culture and natural beauty



Founded in 1986 to 
promote travel to the 10 
Mississippi River 
states, reaching markets 
in Canada, India, Japan 
and Korea



Minnesota, Tennessee, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Mississippi & Louisiana 

Voting rights tied to dues-
paying membership

active members



minnesota 
starts the 
the story



2026 outlook: top 
international markets

• Canada
• India
• UK
• Germany



telling the 
world about 
the river



telling the world about the river



partnership 
opportunities 



what we
each bring

to the table



let’s build 
together



where we can go 
from here

highlight the 
great river 

road

international 
alignment

news 
amplification

marketing + 
branding



the mississippi river
is minnesota

Lauren Bennett McGinty, Executive Director  lauren.bennett.mcginty@state.mn.us
Jen Schak, International and MRC   jen.schak@state.mn.us
Lisa Havelka, Scenic Byways    lisa.havelka@state.mn.us



thank you! 


	Section 1: Who is EMN
	Slide 1: explore minnesota & the mississippi river corridor
	Slide 2: what we do
	Slide 3

	How EMN promotes Mississippi
	Slide 4: on exploreminnesota.com
	Slide 5: the great river road
	Slide 6: mississippi river in campaigns
	Slide 7: mississippi river in campaigns
	Slide 8

	Mississippi River Country Consortium
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14

	Partnership opportunities
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: thank you! 


